[Influence of tumor size and intestinal wall invasion on development of colorectal liver metastases].
While the general prognostic factors for colorectal carcinoma have been widely researched, the compound relationships between tumor characteristics and development of colorectal liver metastases have not been clearly understood. The aim of this study was to determine which histopathological characteristics of colorectal cancer may be associated with subsequent development of colorectal liver metastases. We performed retrospective and prospective study which included 80 patients operated for colorectal carcinoma on the First Surgical Clinic of Clinical Center of Serbia in Belgrade. Retrospective group consisted of 40 patients operated between 1992. and 1996. while prospective group included 40 patients treated between 1997. and 2001. We analyzed the size of the tumor, depth of invasion through the intestinal wall, extramural spread of the tumor, infiltration of blood vessels and lymphatics, lymph node involvement, tumor maturation and growth, as well circumferential intestinal involvement. Statistical analysis performed showed highly significant (p<0,01) correlation between the tumor size, degree of maturation of the tumor, extramural spread and involvement of the venules with later development of colorectal liver metastases in both groups.